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Progress  Report 

Department  of  Defense  Physician-Scientist  Award 
Universal  Breast  Cancer  Antigens  as  Targets  Linking  Early  Detection  and  Therapeutic 

Vaccination 

Susan  M.  Domchek,  MD 

September  28,  2007 

SPECIFIC  AIMS  OF  THE  PROJECT 

1.  Evaluation  of  molecular  markers  in  ductal  lavage  fluid  from  BRCAl  and  BRCA2 
mutation  carriers 

2.  Determine  the  safety  and  feasibility  of  vaccinating  advanced  hreast  cancer  patients 
with  hTERT  peptide,  assessing  the  generation  of  hTERT-specific  immunity.  Explore  the 
role  of  intravenous  cyclophosphamide  prior  to  hTERT  vaccination  in  boosting  vaccine 
response  by  depleting  regulatory  T  cells. 

A.  INTRODUCTION 

This  grant  supports  studies  to  understand  the  potential  of  universal  tumor  antigens  for  cancer 
immunotherapy,  with  a  particular  focus  on  the  characterization  of  the  human  telomerase 
reverse  transcriptase  (hTERT)  as  tumor  antigen.  Telomerase  is  expressed  by  >90%  of  all 
human  breast  cancers  but  absent  in  most  normal  cells.  Telomerase  function  has  been  directly 
linked  to  oncogenesis  and  its  inhibition  in  telomerase-positive  human  tumors  leads  to  growth 
arrest. 

Dr.  Domchek  completed  the  three  years  of  salary  support  on  the  DOD  grant  in  2006.  Her 
ongoing  obligations  to  the  Department  of  Defense  at  this  point  are  her  five  years  of 
commitment  to  clinical  breast  cancer  research.  She  has  fulfilled  these  obligations.  Dr. 
Domchek  has  published,  or  has  in  press,  more  than  20  publications  since  September  of  2006. 
These  publications  involve  work  in  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  mutation  carriers  and  also  involve 
ongoing  study  of  vaccination  strategies  in  women  with  metastatic  breast  cancer.  Funding  has 
been  obtained  to  continue  Dr.  Domchek’ s  work  beyond  the  end  of  the  Department  of  Defense 
grant.  Dr.  Domchek  is  funded  by  the  Cancer  Genetics  Network  of  the  National  Cancer 
Institute,  she  is  an  investigator  on  ROl  grants  held  by  Dr.  Timothy  Rebbeck  and  Dr.  Robert 
Vonderheide  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  is  also  a  co-Investigator  on  an  Avon 
Progress  for  Patients  and  a  Department  of  Defense  grants  with  Dr.  Chanita  Hughes  Halbert 
also  of  the  University  of  Pennsylvania.  In  addition  to  all  of  this,  and  because  of  her 
acknowledged  expertise  in  the  field  of  clinical  trials  and  clinical  cancer  genetics.  Dr.  Domchek 
has  been  promoted  to  Associate  Professor  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania. 


B.  BODY 

Aim  1:  Evaluation  of  molecular  markers  in  ductal  lavage  fluid  from  BRCAl  and 
BRCA2  mutation  carriers 


The  last  year  has  been  spent  studying  genetic  polymorphisms  in  BRCAl  and  BRCA2 
mutation  carriers  as  a  marker  of  cancer  risk.  One  such  study  was  published  in  Cancer 
Epidemiology  Biomarkers  and  Prevention  and  examined  AURKA  F31I  polymorphism  and 
breast  cancer  risk  in  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  mutation  carriers.  The  AURKA  oncogene  is 
associated  with  abnormal  chromosome  segregation  and  aneuploidy  and  predisposition  to 
cancer.  Amplification  of  AURKA  has  been  detected  at  higher  frequency  in  tumors  from 
BRCAl  and  BRCA2  mutation  carriers  than  in  sporadic  breast  tumors,  suggesting  that 
overexpression  of  AURKA  and  inactivation  of  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  cooperate  during  tumor 
development  and  progression.  The  F31I  polymorphism  in  AURKA  has  been  associated  with 
breast  cancer  risk  in  the  homozygous  state  in  prior  studies.  We  evaluated  whether  the  AURKA 
F31I  polymorphism  modifies  breast  cancer  risk  in  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  mutation  carriers  from 
the  Consortium  of  Investigators  of  Modifiers  of  BRCAl/2.  Consortium  of  Investigators  of 
Modifiers  of  BRCAI/2  was  established  to  provide  sufficient  statistical  power  through 
increased  numbers  of  mutation  carriers  to  identify  polymorphisms  that  act  as  modifiers  of 
cancer  risk  and  can  refine  breast  cancer  risk  estimates  in  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  mutation 
carriers.  A  total  of  4,935  BRCAl  and  2,241  BRCA2  mutation  carriers  and  11  individuals 
carrying  both  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  mutations  was  genotyped  for  F31I.  Overall,  homozygosity 
for  the  311  allele  was  not  significantly  associated  with  breast  cancer  risk  in  BRCAl  and 
BRCA2  carriers  combined  [hazard  ratio  (HR),  0.91;  95%  confidence  interval  (95%  Cl),  0.77- 
1.06].  Similarly,  no  significant  association  was  seen  in  BRCAl  (HR,  0.90;  95%  Cl,  0.75-1.08) 
or  BRCA2  carriers  (HR,  0.93;  95%  Cl,  0.67-1.29)  or  when  assessing  the  modifying  effects  of 
either  bilateral  prophylactic  oophorectomy  or  menopausal  status  of  BRCAl  and  BRCA2 
carriers.  In  summary,  the  F3H  polymorphism  in  AURKA  is  not  associated  with  a  modified 
risk  of  breast  cancer  in  BRCAl  and  BRCA2  carriers 

Aim  2:  Determine  the  safety  and  feasibility  of  vaccinating  advanced  breast  cancer 
patients  with  hTERT  peptide,  assessing  the  generation  of  hTERT-specific  immunity. 
Explore  the  role  of  intravenous  cyclophosphamide  prior  to  hTERT  vaccination  in 
boosting  vaccine  response  by  depleting  regulatory  T  cells. 

Our  second  clinical  trial  involving  telomerase,  utilizing  the  hTERT  1540  peptide  is  now  in 
press  at  Cancer  Research  with  data  on  19  patients.  Further  corollary  work  examining  cell  lines 
of  hTERT  specific  lymphocytes  is  also  in  press  at  Cancer  Biology  and  Therapy,  and  could 
have  major  implication  on  how  researchers  very  cell  lines  vs.  clones  in  this  type  of  work.. 

We  have  also  completed  a  study  examining  the  utility  of  using  cyclophosphamide  prior  to 
vaccination  in  women  with  metastatic  breast  cancer.  Data  from  this  study  is  undergoing 
analysis,  but  initial  analysis  did  not  reveal  a  significant  effect  of  this  intervention.  Finally,  we 
have  recently  obtained  IRB  approval  (UPCC  08107)  for  a  clinical  trial  examining  daclizumab 
prior  to  vaccination  with  hTERT  (both  1540  and  heteroclytic  peptides)  as  well  as  survivin 
peptides.  Funding  has  been  sought  and  obtained  from  the  Breast  Cancer  Research  Foundation 
to  explore  telomerase  vaccination  in  women  with  high  risk  breast  cancer  undergoing  adjuvant 
therapy. 

We  remain  enthusiastic  about  the  prospect  of  using  telomerase  vaccination  in  cancer  therapy. 
We  are  working  to  enhance  the  immunogenicity  of  our  vaccine,  while  at  the  same  time 
exploring  the  utility  of  vaccination  women  who  do  not  have  metastatic  disease.  It  is  these 


women  in  whom  a  vaccine  might  have  its  greatest  effect.  Finally,  vaccination  in  the  adjuvant 
setting  is  another  step  toward  the  ultimate  goal  of  vaccinating  patients  who  are  at  high  risk  for, 
hut  who  have  not  had,  cancer. 


KEY  RESEARCH  ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

1.  Promotion  of  Dr.  Domchek  to  Associate  Professor  of  Medicine  at  the  University  of 
Pennsylvania 

2.  Dr.  Domchek  was  awarded  the  Alavi  Award  for  Excellence  in  Clinical  Cancer  Research 
at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 

3.  More  than  20  puhlication  related  clinical  breast  cancer  research. 
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C.  Funding 

Dr.  Domchek’ s  work  in  breast  cancer  genetics  has  resulted  in  a  Cancer  Genetics  Network 
Contract  through  the  National  Cancer  Institute  as  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  site  PI.  She  is 
also  co-investigator  on  several  ROl  grants.  The  first  permits  the  evaluation  of  1540  peptide  as 
well  as  surviving  peptide  vaccination  in  combination  with  anti-CD25  mAh  in  a  further  attempt 
to  boost  immune  response  by  depleting  regulatory  T  cells.  The  principle  investigator  on  the 
grant  is  Dr.  Robert  Vonderheide,  and  the  grant  number  is  Rol  CAl  1 1377-OlAl.  Dr.  Domchek 
will  be  the  principle  investigator  on  the  clinical  trial  which  will  be  part  of  the  grant.  In 
addition,  Dr.  Domchek  is  the  clinical  PI  of  a  project  entitled,  “Telomerase  Immunotherapy  in 
Breast  Cancer”  funded  by  the  Breast  Cancer  Research  Foundation  and  aiming  to  move 
telomerase  vaccination  into  the  adjuvant  setting.  Dr.  Domchek  is  also  the  lead  clinical 
investigator  on  two  ROl’s  led  by  Dr.  Timothy  Rebbeck  (ROl  CA102776  and  ROl 
CA083855).  The  first  of  these  grants  is  examining  the  impact  of  prophylactic  surgery  on 
BRCAl/2  mutation  carriers,  with  particular  attention  to  tumor  phenotype  as  well  as  interaction 
with  hormonal  therapy  use.  The  second  study  is  focused  on  modifier  genes  in  BRCAl/2 
mutation  carriers.  Dr.  Domchek  also  collaborates  closely  with  Dr.  Chanita  Hughes  Halpert  in 
her  work  on  risk  assessment  in  African  American  women,  which  has  led  to  funding  from  the 
Department  of  Defense  to  examine  genetic  counseling  issue,  and  from  Avon  Progress  for 
Patients  to  examine  risk  assessment  and  behavioral  interventions. 


CONCLUSIONS 

Data  thus  far  from  our  current  trials  suggest  that  telomerase  peptide  vaeeination  is  biologically 
active  and  leads  to  in  vivo  immune  reeognition  of  eareinoma  by  effeetor  lymphoeytes  and 
tumor  neerosis.  This  has  great  potential  for  biologieal  therapy  of  breast  eaneer  and  required 
further  exploration.  If  hTERT  expression  ean  be  found  in  women  at  high  risk  for  breast 
eaneer,  this  may  represent  a  marker  to  be  used  to  target  eandidates  for  vaeeination  in  the 
future. 
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